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Now, after two years, LGA-level elections
are expected to take place on October 25,
2014. During 2012 and 2013, reported
incidents included gang violence, criminality,
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2012-2014

and vigilante/mob justice.
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The graphic above is a Heat Map (screenshot) of Conflict Risk in Delta State 2012-2014 — www.p4p-nigerdelta.org.

Warri (North/South/South West)
Around the population center of Warri,
there were a number of incidents of
criminal violence and mob/vigilante
lynchings reported in 2012. In a
controversial move, Delta state banned
motorcycle taxis in Warri, which raised
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concerns over unemployment and limited
transportation options. In 2013, gunmen
reportedly killed a lecturer at the Petroleum
Training Institute (PTI). In July, youths armed
w it h
rocket
prope lle d
gre nade s,
submachine
guns,
and
explosives
reportedly invaded several communities
and killed 12 people. Some feared this
incident would lead to increased ethnic
tension, considering the legacy of ethnic
violence during the Warri Crisis of the late
1990s and early 2000s. But representatives
of the Ijaw and Itsekiri communities
immediately acted to deescalate the
situation. Incidents in 2014 included a
number of protests, clashes between police
and armed robbers, piracy, and communal
conflict.

Udu

In January, an incident of intra-communal
conflict was reported to have led to the
deaths of several people. In May, a clash
between two communities occurred, killing
two. Also in May, the president of the Niger
Delta Youth Movement was murdered.
Protests included two in March—one by a
women’s group over power outages, and
one by youth protesting alleged misconduct
by the ministers of Petroleum and Internal
Affairs. In April, thousands protested for the
release of former Delta State Governor
James Ibori by the courts in London, where
he is being held on corruption charges. A
clash between suspected pirates and a
ship’s security guards reportedly killed
several people in May.

In 2012, there was some reported tension
between settler and indigene communities.
In one reported case there was a clash
between Hausa traders and Igbo youth in
February. In another case, two Fulani
herdsmen were reportedly lynched. There
were also kidnappings, mob violence, and
cult attacks reported throughout the year.
In
2013,
protests
were
reported
surrounding the allocation of traditional
tribal land for use by an oil flow station.
Separately, a local chief was reportedly
abducted for ransom and later murdered by
his kidnappers. Armed robberies and
general criminality continued throughout
the year. In the first half of 2014, incidents
included vigilante and mob violence. In one
reported incident, two cow thieves were
lynched. In another, a native doctor was
lynched because of suspected impropriety.
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Most incidents reported in Ethiope East
involved security forces clashing with
suspected kidnappers or robbers. In early
2012, there was increased inter-communal
tension between farmers and pastoralists
after the alleged murder of a woman on her
farm. In the second half of 2013, violence
escalated between security forces and a
gang of suspected kidnappers in which
several were reportedly killed. Kidnappings
and killings continued into the first half of
2014. In May 2014, local vigilantes
reportedly attacked a suspected kidnapper
and were about to lynch him when police
intervened. In June, the Joint Task Force (JTF)
killed a kidnapper during a rescue
operation. Separately, one person was
reportedly killed in a clash between Fulani
herdsmen and a local community.
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Ndokwa East/West

Ughelli North/South

Isoko North/South

According to news reports, a high chief was
allegedly murdered in 2012 by attackers
from a neighboring community. Separately,
several were reportedly killed in a
communal clash. In 2013, there were
several reported communal clashes,
including one between pastoralists and
farmers. There were also a number of
kidnappings reported in the first half of
2013. Inter-communal clashes continue in
2014, including one in June which led to the
death of an associate professor at Delta
State University.

Reports of violent clashes between
pastoralists and farmers increased in 2013.
Several incidents resulted in fatalities and
the destruction of property. In one case,
protests began after herdsmen reportedly
killed a farmer. JTF increased patrols in the
area. Other killings occurred in conjunction
with kidnappings, robberies or clashes
between suspects and police. In early 2014,
a clash with pastoralists reportedly killed
one person. Separately, a vigilante leader
was reportedly killed by gunmen.

Issues in Isoko North/South during this
period related mostly to attempted
kidnappings, along with police activity
responding to these crimes. In June 2012, it
was reported that the son of a high-ranking
local official was abducted for ransom. In
2013, there were several instances of
attempted robberies and abductions that
resulted in the death of at least two
suspects. Also, in July of the same year, five
people were reported killed in a communal
clash and attack on a palace of the Uzere
Kingdom. In January 2014, cultists
reportedly killed several people. A clash
between
farmers
and
pastoralists
reportedly led to two deaths. In March 2014,
two lawyers were reportedly killed on their
way to defend a high profile kidnapping
case.

FFP is committed to promoting sustainable human security around the world,
and is the International Coordinating Partner on P4P, an initiative supported by PIND. FFP has been working with local civil
society in Nigeria to develop the UNLocK network since 2010.

One of the data sources
utilized in the summary was
derived from the UNLocK network in NIgeria, a partnership
between The Fund for Peace and the Institute of Human Rights
and Humanitatian Law (IHRHL).

The data used in this analysis was pulled
from the integrated digital platform for
multistakeholder engagement developed
by Partners for Peace (P4P), an initiative
supported by PIND. For a deeper understanding of the conflict
risk factors, visit www.p4p-nigerdelta.org.
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